NCLB Parents’ Right-to-know

The No child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001, Public Law Number 107-110, has strong provisions that support parents’ right-to-know.  Two main provisions of NCLB are to notify parents of their right:

· to request information regarding the professional qualifications of the students’ classroom teachers and any paraprofessionals providing support to the child and

· timely notice when a student has been assigned, or has been taught for 4 or more consecutive weeks, by a teacher who is not highly qualified.

Every PSSD classroom teacher is a Tennessee Licensed teacher.  Documentation of “Highly Qualified” will be completed by January 8, 2006 as required by NCLB.

Every paraprofessional (teacher assistant) has earned, as a minimum, a high school diploma or GED.  Under new NCLB guidelines, by the year 2006, all paraprofessionals (and currently all newly hired paraprofessionals) will also have earned an equivalent of two years post-secondary education or will have successfully passed a state-approved test.

Substitute teachers hired to fill a position for four or more consecutive weeks will hold a current teacher license.  In the event PSSD in unable to fulfill this responsibility, notice will be given to the parents of the students involved.

For further information regarding a specific teacher’s qualifications, please contact the school principal or refer to the Tennessee Department of Education, Teacher Licensing Web Site:

http://www.state.tn.us/education/lic_home.htm
Assessment results and overall district and school performance is available at the following web site:

http://www.state.tn.us/education/tsresults.htm
